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KEYNOTE—Josh Kwan, Praxis
Keynote speaker, Josh Kwan, co-founder of Praxis, used the history of California, the Bay

Area and the Silicon Valley as a framework to describe the mission of his organization.

As Pat Gelsinger, CEO of VMWare and Board Chair of Transforming the Bay with Christ, has

observed, the Bay Area is influential, wealthy, miserly and very unchurched.

Praxis takes entrepreneurs with a Christian world view and helps them grow with the goal of

becoming influencers in the culture.

Praxis believes the future of our culture depends on a worldwide network of entrepreneurs.

Kwan said that God’s “narrow way” is very counter-cultural. Culture celebrates self-reliance,

while God teaches depending on him; when we are weak, God makes us strong.

The concept for Praxis grew out of the 65 non-profit groups that made up the Clapham

Circle in England in the day of William Wilberforce (who led the movement to abolish

slavery). Praxis works with two groups each year (12 start-ups and 12 non-profits) for its

http://us8.campaign-archive1.com/?u=cf3d8c26eb4eeefd847a22a4b&id=4f4f4d7bf8&e=%5BUNIQID%5D


accelerator programs.

The organization builds networks of entrepreneurs matched with mentors and connects them

with like-minded investors. The new style of university blends theology, culture,

entrepreneurship with networks with the goal of proclaiming Christ through

entrepreneurship.

PRESENTING MINISTRY—Old Skool Café
Teresa Goines, founder of Old Skool Café, explained the organization’s outreach to Bay Area

churches. They are seeking champions at 50 churches to partner with them. That could

involve inviting members to dine at Old Skool or inviting Teresa and some of her employees

to speak on a Sunday morning. Old Skool also could cater a church event. The goal is for

each church to do one event annually. 

With her background as a probation officer working with young offenders, she noted that it

cost about $200,000 per year for a young person in the juvenile justice system versus about

$20,000 for a person to graduate from high school and go on to college.

Her board is working toward sustaining 70 percent of the program with restaurant and

catering revenue. Jay Anderson, who turned his life around through the program, shared the

presentation with Teresa. 

For more information, go to http://oldskoolcafe.org/.

PRESENTING MINISTRY—READ2WIN
 

Jeff Sanders, executive director of Read2Win in Ft. Worth, TX, explained how their

consortium of 55 churches in Tarrant County, Texas, has developed a program to address

literacy in the elementary schools. Only 30 percent of the students were reading at grade

level.

They targeted 1st grade and developed a 28-week program of one-on-one tutoring that has

been very successful at helping students improve their reading skills to grade level or better.

They matched volunteers from local churches with their local schools.

http://oldskoolcafe.org/


His big question was how can they develop the capacity to scale the program into other

areas in the country. The Bay Area is a target in August.

The program has been so successful that it has attracted volunteers from the public sector in

Fort Worth.

For more information, please see http://www.read2win.org.

PRESENTING MINISTRY—Resource Global
 

Tommy Lee, CEO of Resource Global, has targeted second generation Chinese business

leaders in Jakarta with his nine-month discipleship program. These young leaders have been

educated in premier U.S. universities and have come to know Jesus through campus

outreach programs such as Cru and InterVarsity. Tommy identified major challenges for

them when they return home to the significant leadership within their family companies.

Resource Global has started its first groups in Chicago and Jakarta in September and is

looking to expand into Nairobi, Kenya next fall.

The challenges include many churches preaching the “prosperity Gospel” and ethically

questionable practices in the family business as well as the lack of support/fellowship from

believers in similar situations. He shared about one young executive who knew that paying

bribes was against the Bible, but that’s the way her father had done business throughout his

career.

Tommy asked partners how to measure the impact of the program on the young executives

in these key companies as well as their impact over the longer term in society. 

For more information, please see http://www.resourceglobal.com.

Ministry Updates

Today's Youth Matter
Today’s Youth Matters Executive Director, Billy Coleman, who moved into that job this year,

announced that the program is expanding to serve youth in Richmond with an after-school

http://www.readtowein.org/
http://www.resourceglobal.com/


program. The year-round program fills the gap between the group’s summer camping

program. The group has put off the purchase of its own camp near Sugar Bowl on Donner

Summit.  For more information, please see: http://www.tymkids.org/.

Teen Esteem
Teen Esteem Executive Director Linda Turnbull reported that the organization reached more

than 11,000 students and adults in its last fiscal year. The organization, which presents in

public schools God’s truth without quoting scripture, held its first dinner specifically for

believers on Nov. 6. For more information, please see: http://teenesteem.org/.

Insight Christian School
Insight Christian School Principal, Victoria Beardsley, shared that the board took the

recommendation to raise tuition and did so. Current students were grandfathered with a

minimal increase. She also said that the church that has been the school site for its entire

history has notified them that it will need to move after this school year. The search is

underway for a new site. For more information, please see: http://www.icseastbay.com/.

Anastasis
Anastasis Ballet Company will present its Christmas ballet, “The Cobbler’s Gift,” at the Dublin

Center for the Performing Arts at 7 p.m. Dec. 9 and 3 p.m. Dec. 10. For more information,

please see: www.anastasisballet.org.
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