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Ministries presenting at the November meeting ranged from
one working with former sex trade victims to a group of
Christian ballet dancers. A large audience of members and
guests took in these exciting presentations, which are
summarized here by our spiritual reporter, Tim Hunt.

RED WINDOW PROJECT:

International Justice Mission (IJM) approached Cornerstone Fellowship in
Livermore and Menlo Park Presbyterian to fund and develop a more effective
program to transition victims of sex trafficking back into productive lives. Chris
Stockhaus, board chair from Cornerstone, reported that IJM was very concerned
because 60 percent of the girls it rescued are back in the sex trade within six
months of their release from the transition program.

It was clear that a safe place, food and psychological therapy wasn't enough to
ensure that these girls could be economically self-sufficient and re-integrated into
society. Red Window developed a program that included help ranging from
spiritual formation to skills training. The Red Window project has been piloted in
Cebu in the Philippines. They have carefully tracked the results and they have
been very encouraging—three-quarters of the Red Window graduates are
economically self-sufficient compared to just 20 percent of women rescued by IJM
and run through their three-month transition. 

The key challenge for Red Window is how to help existing social enterprises
become more sustainable and profitable so they have additional resources to help
Red Window. The program has been very successful—additional challenges
include developing in-country resources to fund it and run it.

www.redwindow.org

ANASTSIS BALLET:

Ananstasis Ballet is one of just two Christian dance companies on the West Coast.
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Founded by Rachel Gustafson, who has danced for most of her life, the company
presented Handel's Messiah at the Grand Theater in Tracy last weekend. The
company is three years old and needs a marketing plan to help it expand.
Members give back by teaching classes at Shepherd's Gate as well as presenting
a benefit concert for Shepherd's Gate at Cornerstone Fellowship in Livermore. 

In her presentation, Rachel described the secular dance world as "a place that can
be pretty dark. The devil is saying you're not thin enough or not good enough."
Her life-changing decision was to become a Christian dancer who can bring light
into a dark place instead of a dancer who happens to be a Christian. That
approach, which is shared by others in her company, has caused members to



make decisions that honor God rather than their professional ambitions. 

The organization is all volunteers and operates on a budget of about $20,000.
Rachel mentioned that Anastasis has an ongoing need for rehearsal space—ideally
at no cost. 

www.anastasisballet.org 

MISSION INCREASE FOUNDATION (MIF):

Mission Increase Foundation (MIF) has been operated in Northern California for
five years by its local representative, Tracy Tucker. MIF teaches ministries how to
raise funds more effectively using Biblical principles and how to disciple donors so
they become "champions" for the ministry. Tracy is currently working with 125
ministries, providing training and coaching for leaders, as well as "matching
grants." Services are provided at no cost to the ministries. 

For these five years, Tracy has been funded by the national office in Portland. The
funding model for the local offices of MIF is changing after the national MIF board
saw how much greater impact the ministry can have with local funding—six
offices were opened in the first 10 years of the foundation based on the national
model, while five have been added in just three years with locally based funding. 

The challenge for Tracy is finding Kingdom-minded partners who are willing to
invest in her office and see their gifts leveraged across 125 ministries that
function more effectively. The national office will continue to provide the
curriculum, the robust web site, as well as back office services at a value of about
$150,000 annually. Through her partners, she needs to raise about $140,000
annually to provide the services as well as $100,000 for matching grants to
ministries. 

The SWOT meeting was held last week to examine these issues. 

www.missionincrease.org
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