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On November 19, 2013, SF Bay Area Barnabas held its
quarterly event. Here’s an overview of the meeting, written by
our spiritual reporter, Tim Hunt.

Greg Weaver, Family Life, Presenting Ministry

Former SF Bay Area Barnabas member Greg Weaver returned in November to
introduce Family Life as a Presenting Ministry, in his new role as a Family Life staff
member. 

Greg and his wife, Kris, relocated to Little Rock, AK, from Pleasanton when Greg
began serving as the leader of the Hosted Event Unit of Family Life. Family Life’s
focus, strengthening marriages, is similar to that of Les Parrott (Marriage
Mentoring) who presented in August. 

During his presentation, Greg pointed out the dismal marriage trends that are
contrary to God’s design for the family. The number of unmarried couples
cohabitating has grown from about 500,000 in 1980 to about 7.5 million in 2010.
In that same time, the number of single mothers has soared from 18.4 percent to
41 percent (50 percent of Hispanic babies are born to single-moms—it’s 73
percent for the African-American community). 

Family Life offers a variety of resources, including its HomeBuilder small group
studies, big events and hosted events. The goal is for every home to be a Godly
one.

Barnabas members were invited to become marriage advocates and to leverage
their networks to bring church and community leaders together to build healthier
marriages and reduce divorce. 

Greg’s big question, which will be discussed in depth at an upcoming ideation
session, is how Family Life can get churches and/or individuals to embrace its
proven methods of marriage and family enrichment. The objective is to build an
East Bay marriage coalition with the goals of reducing the divorce rate by 30
percent by 2020; reducing the cohabitation rate by 10 percent; and increasing
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church attendance by 25 percent.

InterVarsity, Jennifer Hollingsworth, Presenting Ministry

Jennifer Hollingsworth, who grew up in Dublin attending Valley Christian Center,
leads Intervarsity in the East Bay and in the South Bay (with the exception of UC
Berkeley). During her talk, she pointed out that 80 percent of college students
abandon their faith during their college years. 

Reaching students on campus is a challenge, particularly at commuter schools
such as San Jose State and Cal State East Bay to say nothing of the community
colleges with campuses in her area (Las Positas, Chabot, Diablo Valley and
Ohlone).

There are 100,000 college students in her area and she is looking to build
partnerships with churches to help reach those students—both to strengthen the
faith of the believers through Bible studies and to provide fellowship that might
serve to evangelize non-believers.

The best current model for partnership is that between Colin Redemer (who is
both an instructor at St. Mary’s and a Intervarsity staffer) and Bob Holt (a long-
time member of Moraga Valley Presbyterian Church), who lives across the street
from the campus. Bob has been particularly effective at reaching out to college
leadership through his networks and also connecting Moraga Valley Presbyterian
Church families with college students. (Home-cooked meals are a real treat for
students.)

The December ideation focused on how Jennifer can build a network of volunteers
who can connect their church with a local college campus. The initial conclusion
was to build on the St. Mary’s partnership and develop one other “beta test,” to
refine how such an arrangement could work on a commuter campus.
 

Today’s Youth Matter, Marilyn Siden, Presenting Ministry

Marilyn Siden, the long-time executive director of Today’s Youth Matter, presented
their camping program for at-risk teenagers. The organization offers both summer
camps and school-year camping programs. The camps provide one volunteer for
every two campers to ensure quality. About half of the teens come from foster
homes. 

Marilyn cited the differences in their approach: Jesus, 2-to-1 camper to adult
ratio, and limited facilities (no centralized kitchens/dining areas, recreation halls
that are typical at many camps. Groups of six campers prepare their own meals.)
The overall goal is to connect and create positive memories. 

The camping program targets disadvantaged urban kids from eight to 18 and
encourages and excites them to thrive spiritually, relationally and academically.
Her presentation spotlighted how the program has been life-changing for a
number of their clients.



One key goal, besides acquiring a permanent campground, is to develop an
effective follow-up program to maintain connections with campers. Ideally, TYM
would be able to link up the camper and his/her family with a partner church.

Keynote Speaker: Bob Norsworthy on UniSkript

Bob introduced members to a universal phonetic language and had us using it
within the span of his talk. About one-seventh of the world’s population (1.5
billion people) are illiterate so translating a Bible into their language does not
make a difference.

Bob’s presentation of Uniskript to Barnabas members was one of his first public
discussions. The language is so groundbreaking that his patent attorney is
working on 83 different applications. Incidentally, Bob said that the attorney, an
atheist, told him that this work is the most important thing he had done in his life.

For Bob, this season of life began when God told him at a board meeting that he
was done with a particular career that he thought he would pursue for the rest of
his life. He was taken to Psalm 37, which starts:
 

Do not fret because of those who are evil
or be envious of those who do wrong;
for like the grass they will soon wither,
like green plants they will soon die away.
Trust in the LORD and do good;
dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture.
Take delight in the LORD,
and he will give you the desires of your heart.
 

After leaving his career, Bob related that business and ministry were lighter and
more joyful because it is “all about the Kingdom. We are God’s junior partners.”
The early basis of Uniskript grew out of work a missionary couple did while
working in the Amazon jungle in Brazil and thinking that that research would lead
to a language. “It was the providence of God,” he told members. “The team in
Hawaii had inherited the work. Youth with a Mission leader Loren Cunningham
was with them in a time of fasting and prayer as they were striving for a
breakthrough.” 

The Hawaii team was working in Kona in conjunction with the University of the
Nations.

Their focus had been on consonants and then one person drew on a piece of
paper sketches that led them to conclude that vowels—which are formed by
unique shape of the mouth—were the key.

They developed Uniskript based on the vowel sounds and the unique shape of the
mouth when making them. They then apply the vowels and consonants to
languages. They have worked in 17 languages around the world and have native
speakers reading and writing within the three- to six-hour period. 



During the development process, the UniSkript group hosted a Wycliffe Bible
translation team in Kona. The Wycliffe organization has the most holders of
doctoral degrees in linguistics and their team left very impressed. Bob brought in
four illiterate people and had them writing and reading using Uniskript within
three hours. 

They tested it in New Guinea where the village elders rejected it. The kids of that
village, however, were excited and taught it to the next village. The language also
shows potential to help stroke victims and people with Apraxia learn to speak.
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