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Here is a story of how Kevin and Lusi Chien received crucial
guidance and counsel from a Barnabas member, so they could
better fill a unique business-as-ministry niche that uses
technology to reach the world, written by our spiritual
reporter, Tim Hunt.

BARNABAS MEMBER ASSISTS "4SOILS" START-UP:

Watching the young son of their friends play with a tablet computer, so the
parents could chat in peace, provided the inspiration for Lusi and Kevin Chien to
launch their company, 4Soils, which develops and sells smart phone apps that tell
Bible stories.

Their apps for young children tell the stories of Bible heroes such as Daniel,
Jonah, Joseph and Esther, as well as the life of Jesus. Kevin is a native of the Bay
Area who holds an MBA from Stanford University, while Lusi, who was born in
China, will finish her MBA in June. She is using her MBA work to launch the
start-up company, which is based on the parable of the sowers. They started
working on the apps and building their knowledge of children and parents in 2011
and released their first app in May 2012.

When the Chiens launched their first app in English, as are all of them to date,
among the downloads were phones in China and Saudi Arabia. Since that time,
they have released many additional apps, which have been downloaded in 90
countries—although all stories are still presented in English.

“We are extremely excited that the first version of the app was downloaded in
China and Saudi Arabia,” Lusi said. “Our vision was to engage the next generation
with Bible stories. What God has shown us is that we can use this technology to
bring his word to the ends of the earth—particularly the 10-40 window (which is
about two-thirds of the world’s population and dominated by Muslims, Hindus and
Buddhists.)”

The 4Soils app is one of a number of opportunities Barnabas members have been
exposed to that utilizes technology to reach that critical part of the world.

The	  Barnabas	  Group	  mobilizes	  San	  Francisco	  Bay	  Area	  Chris5ans
to	  contribute	  their	  unique	  talents	  and	  resources

to	  build	  the	  capacity	  of	  ministries
addressing	  local	  and	  interna5onal	  needs.



Lusi and Kevin connected with a Barnabas member, who has asked to remain
anonymous, in a series of emails and one face-to-face meeting. He helped them
evaluate the status of their for-profit company and how to best grow it in the
future.

Initially, the Chiens bootstrapped the company with their personal savings and
then raised a small round of “angel funding” last summer to pay the bills for this
year. Neither founder is taking a salary although Lusi is the day-to-day operating
executive. They have two full-time employees and two other contractors
developing the apps.

The Chiens had planned to seek a combination of institutional and additional
"angel funding" this summer. During the discussions, the Barnabas member
suggested a potential third opportunity—tapping corporations that want to reach
parents of that age group as sponsors instead of selling directly to parents.

“His [the Barnabas member's] suggestion to look outside of traditional areas of
investment to people who want to reach our market—regardless of whether they
are faith-based—expanded our potential models,” said Lusi. “As we have moved
forward, we have kept that alternative in mind and positioned our company so we
can take this avenue when the time is right.”

“He had great insight and we benefitted a lot from his experience,” Lusi said.

The Barnabas member said, “There are many ministries around that can benefit
from help from business people. We can provide business skills to complement
their ministry skills to the benefit of all.”

For information, please see www.4soils.com.
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