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Brian Dowd delivered the keynote address at the May 2012
SF Bay Area Barnabas meeting. Here is spiritual reporter Tim
Hunt's summary of Brian's inspiring talk.

Fulfillment of the Great Commission can be achieved in our lifetimes.

That was the message delivered by Brian Dowd to the May meeting of Barnabas
of the San Francisco Bay Area. Brian along with Larry Wiens, managing director,
attended the all-day Issachar Summit in January in Orange County where
speakers laid out the opportunity and the challenges.

Four major breakthroughs have come together to put the Great Commission
within reach. The primary target is people living in the “10-40 Window,” that
stretches from North Africa across the Middle East to India and China.

In that area, 60 percent of the world’s population (4 billion) people live and 1.6
billion are illiterate and 1.1 billion do not know the name of Jesus. It’s the area
that must be reached to fulfill Matthew 24:14, “This gospel of the kingdom will be
preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will
come.”

To fulfill the Great Commission, four goals must be achieved: 1. Scripture, written
or oral, in every language. 2. Believers in every people group. 3. Disciple makers
in every people group. 4. A “church” in every town, neighborhood or village.

There are significant challenges ahead because 4,000 languages have no Bible
and 2,200 languages have no Scriptures to say nothing of 3,000 people groups
without a mission presence and 3.5 billion (yes Billon) people who live where
there are few disciple makers.

Then, there are the obstacles of organization, difficult and remote places and
outright hostility. The worldwide church invests lots of resources in evangelism,
but a tiny percentage is allocated to fulfilling the Great Commission in the 10-40
window.

Brian reported that major trends are opening the way to solve the challenges. The
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Issachar Initiative identifies where the church is not working yet and helps
connect donors to Great Commission strategies and provides the research data so
mission agencies can work more efficiently together.

Four breakthroughs make fulfillment possible, starting with the research to know
where the unreached people are; what language/dialect they speak; what church
workers and resources are there and, if there are none, what organization will
take the assignment.

Collaboration between many, many evangelical organizations resulted in
coordinated assignments and clear areas of responsibilities.

The other breakthrough opportunity is the return of the oral tradition because 40
percent of the people in the world are illiterate and many people groups have no
written language. The tradition of accurate storytelling has been reborn and
refined to accurately teach the truth of the Gospel.

The fourth key breakthrough employs technology in a variety of applications. Just
last year a pilot project utilized social media communities to translate the Bible
into local dialects. It greatly accelerated the process and took advantage of the
self-editing that routinely takes place. It potentially cuts the time for translation
from a period of decades to months.

About one-third of the 6,873 languages have the Bible translated while it’s in
progress in another 1/3 and 1/3 need it translated. Translating costs $200,000 to
$500,000 which means it will cost $1 billion to finish the job.

One of the agencies effectively using technology is Global Media Outreach, which
has web sites in 120 different languages and uses volunteer coaches to guide
inquirers to Christ. On Dec. 11, 2011 alone, there were more than 2 million
visitors and 164,000 made decisions for Christ. Notably, eight of the 10 nations
with the most visitors are targeted in the Issachar Iniative.

Another technology solution, bringing Wi-Fi connections world-wide, is at hand. In
the first quarter of next year, a European firm is scheduled to launch satellites
that will provide Wi-Fi coverage across the globe, eliminating the need for
land-based infrastructure.

Small solar systems will provide the electricity to tap into the world-wide Wi-Fi.

Simply put the world as we know it with hard-wired copper for communications
and centralized power plants will be leapfrogged to an all wireless system with
small, local power supplies in developing countries.

Africa, India and others already are skipping it. I’ve been in fairly remote Kenyan
villages with five-bars of cellular receptivity. Africa already has 400 million cell
subscribers—more than the United States—while there are more than 700 million
in India—far more phones than homes with indoor plumbing connections.

The communication effort is focused on the 67 countries in the 10-40 window and
plans to create virtual Christian communities and develop content in the native



language in a non-Judeo/Christian context are in progress.

The overriding goal is to tell the story of Jesus utilizing media in the broadest
capacity—delivered by smart phones or other mobile devices that already are
exploding in usage in those countries.

For instance, the Apple iPhone 4S with Siri is the beginning of artificial intelligence
in phones and the end of the keyboard entry for the blind, illiterate or the deaf.

Brian described great hope to see the more than 2,000-year-old Great
Commission fulfilled in the next few decades.
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